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The term "magistrate," in a narrow or strict sense, imports an inferior judicial officer but, 
in a general sense, imports a public officer exercising a public authority. 


It is difficult to give to the term "magistrate," derived from the Latin magistratus, | any definite 


3 


meaning.” It may properly be used as a generic term” with a general sense’ or in a narrow or strict 


sense. 


In its narrow sense, a magistrate is regarded as an inferior judicial officer,° such as a justice of 
the peace.’ In this sense, a magistrate is a judicial officer having summary jurisdiction in matters 


of a criminal or quasi-criminal nature® or an officer having the power to issue a warrant for the 
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arrest of a person charged with the commission of a crime’ or public offense. 10 The term does not 


include a clerk of the county court,'! a district attorney, |” or a notary public. sa 


In its general sense, the term imports a public officer exercising a public authority, | that is, a 


public civil officer possessing such power, legislative, executive, or judicial, as the government 
appointing him or her ordains, or a person clothed with power as a public civil officer. !° 
Accordingly, in its broader sense, the term may be employed as includinga burgess of a borough, i 


a city judge and ex officio justice of the peace, a judge of a municipal court, |* a justice of the 


19 - 20 a 21 : : 22 toa: - 2 
peace, ` a notary public,” a police judge,” a police magistrate,~~ and a trial justice. i 
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